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passed which conferred upon the colonists a federal form
of government which was, in fact, more responsible in
nature than what was recommended by Lord Durham, He
had advocated only a legislative union for, in his opinion,
the time for federation had passed away, and he had
expected a solution of the problem only in a union which
was to give the British element of the Canadian population
sufficient power to control the administration. The Act
of 1867 marked a distinct departure in the colonial policy
of Britain and showed that the lesson of the American
Revolution had not been lost in the counsels of the British
Cabinet. It also indicated that even while owing common
allegiance to their British Sovereign the colonies could
evolve a system of Government which would satisfy their
aspirations. It was this lesson of the Canadian federation
which placed before the other parts of the British Empire
an example which was soon followed with great vantage.
( vi)    The Commonwealth of Australia.
The continent island of Australia is now an entirely
colonised country. After the discovery of this Island by
Captain Cook the colonisation began in 1788 when New
South Wales was colonised. The prospect of gold and silver
mines in the continent island attracted a large number of
immigrants who settled along the coast At first the whole
continent was under one central administration at Sydney,
but the increase of population necessitated the separation
of Tasmania, then known as Van Dieraen's Land, This
example was soon followed by Western Australia, South
Australia, and lastly Queensland (1859).
In 1850 an Act of Parliament separated Victoria from
the mother colony of New South Wales. In 1848 Earl
Grey, while giving his assent to the proposal which resulted
in the passing of this Act, spoke most prophetic words
which, though their importance was not understood at that
time, bore fruit half a century later. He said; <c It is